Brooklyn Bar Foundation to Serve Attorneys, Public
At Public Forum About Landlord-Tenant Issues
Once again, the Brooklyn Bar
Law Foundation Committee, which
has a proven history of providing free
and valuable legal advice to the public, is offering an open forum at
which leading barristers will discuss
many issues facing tenants and, occasionally, landlords at the Brooklyn
Bar Association (BBA) headquarters,
123 Remsen St.
This program, which also offers
light refreshments, gets underway at
6 p.m. tonight and will feature wellinformed and experienced presenters,
including attorney Fern Finkel, principal court attorney Jeff McCready
and Jamie Lathrop.
Under Finkel’s leadership, the
foundation has offered many such
pro bono forums over the past several years, chock full of insightful
information — at no cost — on many
other matters, including criminal law,
foreclosure proceedings and seemingly endless problems inherent in
dealing with various city agencies.
Reservations are not required, but
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may be made by contacting BBA
Executive Director Avery Okin at
aokin@brooklynbar.org.

Are We on the Way
To a Government ‘Of the
Internet, by the Internet
And for the Internet?’

Lawyers, law enforcement personnel, educators and others across this
nation and beyond are paying close
attention to the legal debate wherein
Apple is refusing to provide a means
of entry into a cellphone owned by
one of the terrorists involved in the
San Bernardino massacre.
Apple says that cooperation with
our government will open the door to
all kinds of intrusive mischief all
over the world.
Our government — President
Barack Obama as well as the FBI —
says that the phone contains a number
of calls made by Syed Farook, who,
with his wife, slaughtered 14 coworkers with assault weapons.
Clearly, it is possible that Farook was
in contact with other terrorists who
might have been involved in planning
the California murders and who could
right now be working on some future
event that could also result in a substantial loss of life.
Last week, a Brooklyn federal
judge sided with Apple on the same
issue, but with a very different fact
pattern. The case there concerned the
FBI trying to access cellphone calls
made by drug dealers. This distinction was (no surprise) lost by most in
the mass media, but was eagerly
received by the “Internetterati.”
If this entire debate had happened, say, 15 years ago, one wonders whether Apple would have all
the supporters it does today.
Indeed, would Tim Cook even
have dared to defy a court order
compelling access to a murdering
terrorist’s communications? Most
likely not.
Most scholars believe Apple’s reluctance is a legitimate First Amendment
matter. Of course, it must be regarded
and reviewed as same.
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It’s probably safe to say that millions in America and around the world
have become obsessively attached to
the Internet, which has become a veritable lifeline for some — especially
those 30 and under. In their everyday
lives, largely spent on the web, they
seem to easily ignore the harsh reality
that we are really at war with violent
non-governmental entities bent on
killing as many of those who disagree
with them as it can.
These miscreants have claimed
well over 3,000 American lives; have
plunged most of the Middle East into
fractious, destabilizing civil war; and
have sent millions of refugees into
Europe.

Internet Could Help
Would-Be Terrorists
To Plan Violent Acts

Many pro-Apple “websters” find
it comfortable to ignore the unquestioned fact that, each and every day,
jihadists in the U.S., throughout
Europe and in the Mid-East are
being groomed in the “art” of mass
murder.
Has the Internet become too powerful? Has its siren lure overwhelmed
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millions who ignore the real-time
risk of life and limb to sate their blossoming addictions and/or soaring
bottom lines?
Is it too early to say that we are
now living in a nation “of the
Internet, by the Internet and for the
Internet?”
Also on the “side” of Apple in this
debate — in my opinion — are the
hundreds of thousands of terrorists all
over the world whose “work” has
been enabled and made infinitely
more effective thanks to the explosive
spread of this instant and untram-
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meled communications miracle.

PRO BONO BARRISTER is a
weekly column dedicated to telling
about the good that lawyers do. Send
your comments or suggestions to this
writer care of this newspaper or to
COTEYESQ@aol.com.
__________________________
Notice: Readers seeking legal representation on a Pro Bono Publico
basis should not contact this columnist. Rather, they should seek out the
Brooklyn Bar Association Volunteer
Lawyers Project at 718-624-3894.

Kings Inn Panel Delves into Merits — and Problems? — of Arbitration

A distinguished panel of jurists and barristers got together last week to present a timely program titled “Arbitrate to Get to the Gate.” The well-executed offering focused on the
increasingly controversial issue of arbitration and offered views, insights and legal points on this alternative system of dispute resolution, which, some say, is rapidly displacing legal
matters that would ordinarily be resolved in courts of law. The Inn is headed this year by President Justice Arthur Schack. Panelists, some of whom are shown above, included Justice
Carolyn Wade; Co-Chair Paul Weitz; Co-Chair, Appellate Division Justice Sylvia Hinds-Radix; Jonathan Klein; Maria Morano; Susan B. Master; Susan Ianelli; Marc Held; and “Doctor”
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Sara Gozo, who was the “resident physician.” Missing from the photo, but still an important part of the panel, is photographer Melissa Bonaldes.
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